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The Layout of the Ditch System 

The original ditch system was conceived and 

constructed by a group of energetic and resourceful 

miners in the early 1850ôs to deliver water to the 

communities and miners in Sonora, Jamestown and 

Columbia. 



Tuolumne Utilities District 

 

ÅFormed in 1992; 

ÅOver 14,000 treated water 

connections ; 

Å14 treatment plants served by  

    the Ditch distribution system; 

Å600 Irrigation & Ag. water 

connections; 

ÅWater supply through PG&E 

contract. 



Tuolumne Ditch  

Conveyance System? 

 

ÅApproximately, 95% of TUDôs customers 

receive water supplied through the Main 

Canal into the ditch system; 

Å57 miles of open ditches; 

ÅElev. from 5000 to 1200 feet; 

ÅTwo miles of elevated wooden flumes; 

ÅLocal support to abandon or preserve ditches 

is divided. 

 

 

 



 Raw water for Agricultural Lands 



A Source for 

Fighting Fires 



 

Provides Shaded Fuel 

Break and  

Recreational Trails 


