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2014 Drought Conditions
Tuolumne County’s water supply is extremely low. Tuolumne Utilities District 
(TUD) Board of Directors implemented Mandatory Water Restrictions on 
January 28th. The drought in Tuolumne County is real and we will need 
everyone to conserve in order to be able to continue to supply water for your 
home and business through the remainder of the year. We are asking all water 
customers to reduce their water use by 50%. 

Our water supply comes from both Lyons Reservoir and Pinecrest Lake which 
are located on the South Fork of the Stanislaus River. Typically, the reservoirs 
fill each year with snow melt that comes from watersheds located above each 
reservoir. This year, PG&E who owns and operates Pinecrest Lake and Lyons 
Reservoir, are predicting that both of these reservoirs will not fill (as of 
March 2014). 

We are estimating that we will 
receive 12,000 acre feet of water. 
What we need to meet our County’s 
water needs is a total of 16,500 acre 
feet or 4,000 more acre feet than 
we currently have in storage. One 
acre-foot of water covers one acre of 
ground one foot deep.  An acre-foot 
contains 43,560 cubic feet or 325,829 
gallons.

Pinecrest Lake

 



you Are part of the Solution
The first step in conserving water is to talk with your family and see what steps you 
can take to help. Here are some tips on how you can cut the water use in your home:

Water Conservation is Key!
Visit TUD and the Tuolumne County Master Gardeners at the Home and Garden Show  

Join TUD at the 33rd Annual Home and Garden Show at the Mother Lode Fairgrounds in Sonora the weekend of Saturday, 
April 12th and Sunday, April 13th. We enjoy visiting with our customers and providing helpful water conservation tips for 
your home. 

Stop by our booth for water conservation tips and to find out more details on TUD’s Toilet Rebate program.

These are just a few suggestions. For more water conservation tips, stop by our office or visit TUD’s 
website, www.tudwater.com. Or check out the Tuolumne County Master Gardeners website at,  
www.ucanr.edu/sites/Tuolumne_County_Master_Gardeners

•  Do you know if your toilet is leaking?  Fixing a leaky toilet 
can save 30-50 gallons of water per day/per toilet. TUD 
has free toilet dye tablets for you to check your toilets.

•  Did you know that TUD offers a toilet rebate program? If 
your home was built before 1992 you may be eligible to 
receive a $45.00 toilet rebate.

•  Take five minute showers or less.  Saves:  12.5 gallons 
with a low flow showerhead, 25 gallons with a standard 
5.0 gallon per minute showerhead.

•  If you don’t have a low flow showerhead, TUD offers FREE 
low flow showerheads for our water customers. Just stop 
by our office to pick up one (one per household).

•  Purchase a shower push-button 
shutoff valve which allows the user 
to interrupt the flow of water while 
soaping up, shampooing or shaving – just 
another way to save water.

•  While you are waiting for the shower water to get hot, 
use a bucket to capture that water especially if it takes a 
long time to get hot water.  Then use that water to:

- Flush toilets 

- Water trees and plants outside



Phoenix Lake is the primary drinking water source for Sonora, 
Jamestown, Scenic View, Mono Village and East Sonora. Constructed 
in 1852 to support hydraulic mining, the 88-acre lake today is 
one of several reservoirs in the Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD) 
distribution system. One third of Phoenix Lake’s water storage 
capacity has been lost over the past 100 years.

Tuolumne County Master Gardeners
The Master Gardener booth at the Home and Garden Show will focus on “Gardening during 
Drought.” Come to the booth to register for one of two free rainwater kits. One kit features a terra 
cotta-colored urn that holds 50 gallons of rainwater, collected from your gutter downspout. The 
other rainwater kit is a universal connection kit, complete with hardware, to turn any container into 
a rainwater catchment system. Master Gardeners will be on hand to answer your drought gardening 

questions and distribute California poppy seeds that require no additional water for growth. UCCE Master Gardeners are 
pleased to work with TUD to provide you with the best science available for gardening during drought conditions.

Looking for more drought gardening help? Check out these helpful drought gardening websites. The UCCE Master Gardeners 
of San Joaquin County offers the following website, full of drought-gardening advice: www.sjmastergardeners.ucanr.
edu/Water_Conservation  The California Garden Web, www.cagardenweb.ucanr.edu hosted by the University of California 
contains information about “California’s Drought: Gardening Tips” and California’s Drought: Irrigation Tips.” Here are a few 
drought gardening tips from the website:

Water-Saving Garden Tips:
• Plant an appropriate size garden for your household 
• Plant shorter season crops and drought resistant varieties  
• Apply a 3” to 4” layer of mulch 
• Compost adds nutrients to soil and can produce higher yields 
• Remove weeds, which compete for water resources

Update on phoenix lake -  Water Storage 

The Phoenix Lake Preservation and Restoration Plan has 
developed conceptual plans for lake restoration (including 
a lake dredging plan), water quality improvements, wetland 
habitat improvements, public access, and fire management. 
Ultimately, the Plan will be used to prepare an engineered 
project design, environmental review, secure community 
support and construction grant funding. TUD has been 
involved with The Tuolumne Stanislaus Integrated Regional 
Water Management (T-S IRWM) Region for the past several 
years. Recently the T-S IRWM has successfully received grant 
funding for a suite of eight projects that were submitted 
to the California Department of Water Resources through 
the Proposition 84 Integrated Regional Water Management 
Implementation Grant Program. The region will receive 
approximately $3.6 million over the next four years to 

complete projects in both Calaveras and Tuolumne Counties. 
One of those projects selected was for the next phase of the 
Phoenix Lake Preservation and Restoration project. Through 
T-S IRWM TUD will receive funding of $1.7 million dollars for 
Phase 2 of the Phoenix Lake Preservation and Restoration 
Plan to complete the environmental process, permitting and 
design for the Phoenix Lake Plan. Phase 1 of the project was 
completed in July 2012. 

More information on the Phoenix Lake Preservation and 
Restoration Plan can be found on the District’s website at  
www.tudwater.com/projects-development/phoenix lake 
plan.  For more information on T-S IRWM visit the Tuolumne-
Stanislaus IRWM webpage at www.tcrcd.org.



Board of Directors

On Tap is published to keep Tuolumne Utilities District customers informed about issues and upcoming events. If you have any story ideas  
or suggestions, please mail them to Lisa Westbrook, at 18885 Nugget Blvd., Sonora, CA 95370 or email at lisaw@tuolumneutilities.com.

Plan of Action
Looking at our entire water distribution and water treatment 
systems, we have segmented the customers we serve into 
three groups: The Upper Zone, Middle Zone and Lower Zone. 
The Upper Zone (Twain Harte, Lakewood, Brentwood, Big Hill, 
Cedar Ridge, Crystal Falls, Ponderosa Hills, Monte Grande 
and Tuolumne) will rely solely on water supply from Lyons 
Reservoir.  In the Middle Zone (Apple Valley, Pheonix Lake, 
Scenic View, East Sonora, Mono Village, Cuesta-Lambert 
Lake, and Wards Ferry) we are activating wells in this area.  
The Lower Zone (Columbia, Sonora, and Jamestown) is an 
area of great concern and serves our largest population. In 
addition, Tuolumne County’s only hospital, Sonora Regional 
Medical Center, is in this zone as well as the Columbia Air 
Attack Base. This base provides initial attack for the CDF 
Madera-Mariposa-Merced and Amador-El Dorado Units and the 
Stanislaus National Forest and Yosemite National Park. 

It is essential that we have enough water supply to keep this 
critical air attack base and the hospital running. As part of 
supplying water to the Lower Zone we have secured water 
with the help of two vital partners. The South San Joaquin 
Irrigation District (SSJID) and the Chicken Ranch Rancheria 
of Me-Wuk Indians of California have agreed upon the terms 
of an emergency humanitarian water transfer that will assist 
us by supplying TUD with up to 2,400 acre-feet of water 
that will be pulled out of New Melones Reservoir. We will 
also activate the Mill Villa well that will serve customers in 
Jamestown.
As conditions change, so might this plan. We are truly all in 
this together and our focus will remain to provide the homes 
and businesses of Tuolumne County with quality water and 
wastewater services.

Since October, the District, along with PG&E, has been taking necessary 
steps to monitor the water storage for our community. Unfortunately, our 
area is still way behind in snowpack and precipitation. 

So – you may ask – what steps is the District taking to deal with this drought? 
The first step we took was to change our operations to maximize water efficiency 
and next we asked for mandatory water restrictions of our water customers to cut 
their water use by 50%. The main focus to get through this historical drought is 
to focus on the essentials of life:  health – drinking water, sanitation – flushing 
your toilet, and safety - having enough water supply to be able to combat fires.
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