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Ditch Outage in October 
Tuolumne Utilities District water supply comes first from the snowpack 
and then from two reservoirs owned and operated by Pacific, Gas and 
Electric Company. Pinecrest Lake and Lyons Reservoir were designed 
initially as two hydro-electric power generation facilities owned, 
maintained and operated by Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E). In an 
agreement with PG&E, Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD) receives its water 
supply from Lyons Reservoir through the 15.7 mile Main Canal. 

The PG&E Main Canal that conveys 95% of Tuolumne Utilities District’s 
water supply will be shut down for PG&E’s regular maintenance from 
Monday, October 13th through Monday, October 20, 2014. With this in 
mind, the District will need to impose water conservation measures while 
PG&E does its repairs and improvements. 

Without water coming in from the ditches, the only water available is 
what remains in the storage tanks and wells.  Conservation during this 
period will help provide adequate water supply for drinking, sanitary 
usage and fire protection.

Here’s how residents can help:
 ✔  Limit outside watering
 ✔  Do not wash cars or hose down driveways
 ✔  Turn off automatic lawn and drip sprinkler timers
 ✔  Repair water leaks

Please continue to conserve one week after the outage in order for 
water storage to recover. For irrigation/agricultural ditch customers, 
periodic outages will continue from October through December for annual 
maintenance. For complete Ditch Outage information, visit our website, 
www.tudwater.com.



Water Bond – Proposition 1
The following information on the Water 
Bond is provided by the Association 
of California Water Agencies (ACWA). 
Proposition 1 - The Water Quality, Supply 
and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 
2014, is a $7.545 billion general obligation 
bond measure set for the November 
2014 ballot. If approved by voters, the 
measure would provide funding for new 
surface and groundwater storage projects, 
regional water reliability, sustainable 
groundwater management and cleanup, 
water recycling, water conservation, watershed protection and safe drinking water, particularly for disadvantaged 
communities. Proposition 1 is the product of more than five years of discussions and negotiations among state 
lawmakers, stakeholders and others to craft a responsible bond measure to fund needed investments as part of a 
statewide comprehensive water plan for California. The measure was approved by the Legislature and signed by 
Gov. Jerry Brown on August 13, 2014. 

Supported by a broad coalition of water, business, conservation, labor and agriculture organizations, the $7.545 
billion bond replaces an $11.14 billion measure previously slated for the November ballot.

If approved, what could it mean for Tuolumne County?

Although the specifics for the funding opportunities for Proposition 1 have not been completely defined, if 
approved, it is possible that Tuolumne County could apply for funding to:
 • Increase water storage supply
 • Improve water quality
 • Improve needed water infrastructure systems
 • Improve watershed protection and restoration projects for our watershed

For more information on Proposition 1, visit the link to this website: 
http://ballotpedia.org/California_Proposition_1,_Water_Bond_(2014)

Upcoming Election – November 4th
An important election for the future of Tuolumne Utilities District will 
be held in November. The Board for Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD) has 
three vacancies to fill, two vacancies (four-year terms) and one vacancy 
(two-year term).

“As we move forward, we will rely on the policy direction of our 
Board on important issues such as long-term water supply, rate 
structures for water and wastewater and future major infrastructure 
projects for the District. The next Board candidates will play a vital 
role in the future of TUD,” states Tom Scesa, General Manager. To view 
the biographies of the TUD Board Candidates for the November election, 
go to the TUD website and click on the following link, 
http://www.tudwater.com/board-meetings/tud-board-candidates/



Save the Environment and Your Pipes!
With the fall and winter holidays approaching, many Tuolumne County residents will 
be busy cooking in their kitchens.  To avoid potential plumbing and sewer disasters, 
Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD) would like to remind residents how to properly dispose 
of fats, oils and grease. Sewer blockages can cause backups into homes resulting in an 
unpleasant mess that can cost hundreds and sometimes thousands of dollars to clean up.  

Where does the grease come from?
A by-product of cooking, grease comes from meat fats, oil, shortening, butter, margarine, food scraps, sauces and dairy 
products.  When washed down the sink, grease sticks to the insides of sewer pipes (both on your property and in the streets).  
Over time, it can build up and block the entire pipe.
Listed below are safe disposal tips of waste fats, oil and grease to help you avoid a plumbing emergency:
 • Avoid pouring fats or vegetable cooking oils down the drain because liquid fats solidify in the pipes and create clogs.
 •  After grease has cooled, scrape the grease into a container with a tight fitting lid. Solidify in the refrigerator before 

putting it in the trash. 
 •  Never put hard to grind items in your garbage disposal, including poultry skins, egg shells, carrots, potato skins, 

celery, pumpkin pulp, banana peels or pasta.
If you see a sewer emergency – please give our TUD field crews a call anytime at 209-532-5536. We will respond to your call as 
quickly as possible.

Best Plants for Drought Conditions
By UCCE Master Gardener Marlys Bell of Tuolumne County
The drought conditions and uncertainties regarding future precipitation levels are 
stimulating new approaches and priorities for landscaping in the foothills. For those 
creating new landscaping, or doing a garden makeover to make it more drought tolerant, 
decisions about which plants to use are important.  
 
Clearly a key factor is how much water will the plant take to get established initially and 
over time?  Can it take sun or does it need some shade? Disease and insect resistance, 
maintenance needs and   potential for supporting wildlife needs are also important considerations.  But the bottom line question is, 
can it not only survive but actually thrive in the foothill environment?
 
For plants that originated here, or in climates like ours (the Mediterranean), the answer is likely to be yes. But even when considering 
California natives, it is important to know the conditions in which they grow best.  For example, coastal redwoods and sequoias love 
the fog but struggle with the low humidity, unfiltered sun and intense heat of the foothills.  Fortunately there are many natives 
that like our climate and actually need the fungi and soil bacteria found in our soil. Pick them, pay some attention to them until 
established and then they are likely be part of your landscape for a long time.
 
The UC Davis Arboretum has field-tested ornamental plants and selected 100 that they consider “ALL STARS”. Their list can be found 
at arboretum.ucdavis.edu. Many are California natives that are appropriate for the foothills. Examples of some that are flowering 
now are: California fuchsia (Epilobium canna, previously known as Zauschneria), Erigeron W. R. Roderick, and Goldenrod (Solidago 
Californica “Cascade Creek’).
 
For those determined to reduce landscaping water needs to the absolute minimum, there are some California natives that can be 
planted in the fall and then left to survive on their own-providing they get enough rain the first winter to get established.  In fact, 
many cannot tolerate summer water when the soil is warm. Examples of some that can take full sun and are extremely drought tolerant 
are: Flannel Bush (Fremontodendron), Western Redbud (Cercis occidentalis), Manzanita ‘Howard McMinn’ (Arctostaphylus denisiflora 
‘Howard McMinn’), Buckwheat ‘Shasta Sulfur- (Eriogonum fasiculatum) and the Matilija Poppy (Romneya coulteri). 
 
Many of the California native plants featured here will be for sale at the California Native Plant sale on Saturday October 11th from 
9-12 at Rocca Park in Jamestown.  This is a non-profit organization focusing on educating the public about California native plants.



Board of Directors

On Tap is published to keep Tuolumne Utilities District customers informed about issues and upcoming events. If you have any story ideas  
or suggestions, please mail them to Lisa Westbrook, at 18885 Nugget Blvd., Sonora, CA 95370 or email at lisaw@tuolumneutilities.com.

The weather is changing. Cooler nights 
that are expected with fall, are finally 
here.  Although our County receives 
most of its snowpack and precipitation 
December through March, TUD is 
looking ahead to possibly another drier 
than normal winter season.

The official start of the “water year” 
has just kicked off as of October 1st. 
The start of the water year is the time 
that water agencies and meteorologist’s 
re-set the clock and starts predicting 
the coming winter season for each 
region.

The latest predictions are not 
looking too promising for the State 
of California. The image to the 
right, released September 18th from 
the National Oceanic Atmosphere 
Association (NOAA), indicates that the 
U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook for the 
next three months, ending December 
31st shows that the western states 
appear to be drier than normal.

A look at the Old Farmer’s Almanac 
Reports Annual Weather Summary: 
2014-2015, also indicates lower than 
normal precipitation. For the Pacific 
Southwest Region: Winter will be 
warmer than normal, with the coldest 
periods in late December and early to 
mid- and late February. Rainfall will be 
above normal in the north and below 
in the south. Mountain snows will 
be below normal, with the snowiest 
periods in early to mid-January and 
mid- to late February. 

With all the indications of a drier than 
normal winter, the District is already 
taking precautionary steps regarding 
our water supply. We have already met 
with Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
to discuss changing winter operations 
to possibly hold back more water in 
Pinecrest. TUD will again work closely 
with PG&E to monitor the water flows 
and snowpack this winter. The District 
is in the process of obtaining more land 
adjacent to our Sierra Pines property in 
order to eventually construct a future 
water storage reservoir with a 

capacity of approximately 350 acre-
feet. Although this process is lengthy, 
it’s a step in the right direction for 
improving our water storage.
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