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State Responds to Drought
The much needed Spring rain and snow pack have not arrived to the State of 
California. Although there was near normal precipitation in October through 
December, the snow pack readings since March 1st have rapidly declined and  
as of April 1, 2015 are reflecting historically low conditions. This year is now 
expected to end as the driest year on record and the earliest snow melt on  
record. With this in mind, we will all need to work together to continue to 
practice water conservation.

Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD) will be soon imposing its own water restrictions 
locally in order to make sure that we have adequate water supply until the end 
of the calendar year. Announced on April 1, 2015, the State Water Resources 
Control Board shall impose restrictions to achieve a statewide 25% reduction 
in water usage. Before this announcement the State Board adopted Emergency 
Water Conservation measures as of March 17, 2015. TUD will be adhering to 
these requirements and ask that all of our customers comply with the new state 
regulations listed below:

Sec. 864 Requirements in Promotion of Water Conservation  
(State Water Resources Control Board Resolution No. 2015-0013)
(a) To promote water conservation, each of the following actions is prohibited, 

except where necessary to address an immediate health and safety need  
or to comply with a term or condition in a permit issued by a state or  
federal agency:

 1. The application of potable water to outdoor landscapes in a manner that  
 causes runoff such that water flows onto adjacent property, non-irrigated  
 areas, private and public walkways, roadways, parking lots, or structures;

 2. The use of a hose that dispenses potable water to wash a motor vehicle,  
 except where the hose is fitted with a shut-off nozzle or device attached  
 to it that causes it to cease dispensing water immediately when not in use;
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Community Water Council Formed
The continuing drought and the need to establish new sources of water in 
the region are the focus of a new community outreach effort. It involves 
the major organizations related to the problem and will include a series of 
public forums and online surveys to get feedback from the community.

Major funding for this activity came from a public engagement grant awarded to the Tuolumne Utilities  
District (TUD) by the Davenport Institute, which is part of the Pepperdine University School of Public Policy,  
http://publicpolicy.pepperdine.edu/davenport-institute/.

“The District was thrilled and honored to be selected by the Davenport Institute to move forward on such 
an important and critical issue facing our County,” states Lisa Westbrook, Public Relations for TUD. “We 
look forward with educating the public about the history and facts about our water supply. The goal is to 
have the community decide the future of their water supply.”

In order to move the public engagement process along, TUD is partnering with Sentium Strategic Communications  
(El Dorado Hills, CA) to assist in planning, management, and production of the citizen engagement project. 
As a part of this process, a new informational website has been created at www.yourwaterchoices.com. It gives 
information on the public engagement process, the history of Tuolumne County’s water, the issues facing the County, 
and possible water solutions. 

The Community Water Council (a group of County and community leaders) had its first meeting on March 20th and 
begun the discussion of the County’s water supply issues, water supply alternatives, and possible recommendations 
on the best way to address the problem.

The goal of the public engagement process is to educate the public about their water supply and discuss water  
supply alternatives. Community forums will be held sometime this summer. The conclusion to the process would  
be for the public to make an informed decision on the future of water supply for Tuolumne County. Go to  
www.yourwaterchoices.com for more information about this project.

 3. The application of potable water to driveways and sidewalks;
 4. The use of potable water in a fountain or other decorative water feature, except where the water is part of a  

 recirculating system:; 
 5. The application of potable water to outdoor landscapes during and within 48 hours after measurable  

 rainfall; and 
 6. The serving of drinking water other than upon request in eating or drinking establishments, including but  

 not limited to restaurants, hotels, cafes, cafeterias, bars, or other public places where food or drink are  
 served and/or purchased. 

(b) To promote water conservation, operators of hotels and motels shall provide guests with the option of choosing 
not to have towels and linens laundered daily. 

As the drought continues this year, we encourage you to check back with TUD regarding changes to water 
restrictions. Information on water conservation measures and updates to the drought can be found at our website, 
www.tudwater.com.
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Lawn replacement with native and other drought tolerant 
plants makes sense in our time of severe water needs. At 
our home, we replaced lawn in several stages. The first 
stage involved taking out 900 sf on lawn that wasn’t a real 
showcase type of lawn anyway. We rented a sod remover and 
took the sod out after wetting the lawn area to soften it up. 
After the lawn was removed, we sprayed the area with an 
herbicide to kill remaining grass roots. Since removal we have 
had very few cases of old grass sprouting which can be pulled 
out by hand. 

Planning for plant replacement involved planning for the 
relative size and type of plants we wanted in the area, 
planning for installation of brick walks to access all of the 
area and research of literature to help determine the types of 
drought tolerant plants that we wanted to occupy the vacant 
space. We reviewed descriptions of plants in “California 
Native Plants for the Garden” and other sources to determine 
what plant sizes, bloom colors, and types of vegetation 
would work in various areas. We layed out planting locations 
based on the estimated mature size of each plant. We also 
planned to place many landscape rocks of various kinds that 
we had collected over the years. The rocks and the plants 
together offer a very pleasing relationship and both enhance 
the final look of the garden.

After lawn removal we added about 12 cy of soil to the 900 
sf area and contoured the area so that rainfall runoff from 
the area would be interrupted by gentle swales and bumps 
which would slow down runoff and give the water time to 
soak into the soil instead of running off out of the yard. 
We also planned to plant each plant in a homemade gopher 
basket with dimensions of about 9” diameter by 14” deep. 

Gophers are a severe 
problem in our area, 
but most of the plants 
that we used were not 
attractive to deer. 

For irrigation we used 
the buried system for the 
lawn, but removed the 
risers and sprinkler heads 
and replaced them with risers 
and drip heads that have the capacity of 
watering 8 plants from each drip head. From the drip 
heads to each plant in the area we attached ¼” vinyl tubing 
with a drip emitter on the end at each plant. The literature 
for each plant indicates the water needs, but most of the 
native plants only require ½ gallon per hour emitters. The 
irrigation system is tied to our well that we use for irrigation, 
however we also can irrigate with a 1/3 hp pump from our 
rainwater tanks, after passing the rainwater through a “Y” 
filter to filter out any algae and fine sediment from the tanks.

The savings in water use from watering the lawn three times 
per week for about 20 minutes in the heat of the summer 
months to water about 88 native and drought tolerant plants 
was about 85%. The lawn that we had, which was never lush 
green and in relatively poor shape, required about 1450 
gallons of water per week, while the native replacements 
required only about 220 gallons per week. This project took 
a lot of pressure off of our well usage during the hottest 
summer months. This project was so successful, that we 
expanded to additional lawn replacement of 1100 sf on the 
other side of the house the following year.

Going Native – Replace that Lawn
By Al Dahlstrand, Tuolumne County Master Gardener

Well Issues 
Many Tuolumne County residents rely on private wells as their only source of water. Most 
of the wells in Tuolumne County are drilled into hard rock, called a fractured-rock well. 
The County has seen circumstances in neighborhoods where there is enough groundwater 
from a well to support a couple of households and then just a short distance away another 
fractured-rock well is failing. There have been well over a hundred failing wells that have been 
reported since last year in Tuolumne County. What is needed is for the wells to recharge from 
precipitation but that appears unlikely this year with another drought in store for California. 

If you are having well issues, contact Tuolumne County Environmental Health at  
209-533-5633 or complete the Abnormal Groundwater and Surface Water Level form  
located at http://www.tuolumnecounty.ca.gov/
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I don’t think we have said it nearly enough, so I 
would again like to tell all of our customers “thank 
you” again for conserving water. In 2014 our overall 
water treatment production was down by 32% which 
was mostly contributed from our customers’ water 
conservation efforts. Although last year’s drought was 
difficult and challenging but we were fortunate enough 
that we received some late spring precipitation and 
snow pack that eased the situation. This year, so far, 
we don’t look so lucky. 

The hardship of the drought this summer will be 
difficult for all us; agricultural users, treated water 
customers, environmental impacts, and the possibility 
of another difficult firefighting season. When I get 
asked by other agencies how TUD accomplished so 
much water conservation, I have to respond by our 
customers listening to our message. We asked you to 
conserve water when needed and you responded. 

We will again be asking for all of Tuolumne County to pull together this summer during this challenging drought.  
The State is taking actions to unify a statewide message that we all need to do our part. As of April 1, 2015 - The 
State Water Resources Control Board shall impose restrictions to achieve a statewide 25% reduction in potable 
water usage through February 28, 2016. We will be complying with this reduction goal and also be looking at other 
restrictions so that we have adequate water supply for the remainder of the calendar year and into next year.

This is a historic time. Hopefully, years from now we can look back at 2015 and recall how we overcame these drought 
years. For now we just need to adjust, cope and rise to the challenge to work together once again as a community.

General Manager’s Corner
By Tom Scesa, tscesa@tudwater.com


