
On Tap
JUNE - JULY 2015

The Summer of 2015
The State of California as well as Tuolumne County are still facing conditions 
of a historic drought. Our area has been fortunate enough to receive some late 
Spring snow and precipitation but it is not enough to change the need for water 
conservation.

The condition of the State is extreme when it comes to the impacts of the drought 
and it is still too early to predict what the coming winter forecast may bring. The 
implications of the drought have set a new era for California. For the first time 
in state history, Governor Brown has directed the State Water Resources Control 
Board to implement mandatory water reductions in cities and towns across 
California to reduce water usage by 25 percent compared to 2013. 

TUD needs your help to reduce your water use. We are currently in Phase III 
of water restrictions and are asking all customers to reduce their water use by 
30% compared to 2013. The water restrictions include alternating water days 
depending on your property address and outside watering only between the hours 
of 7pm to 10am. For a complete list of the water restrictions go to our website at 
www.tudwater.com.

Some have questioned what is different from this year to last. As we go into the fourth year of a dry summer in California, soil 
conditions are extreme. Here is a recent excerpt from Daniel Swain, of the California Weather Blog by Weather West, “…Recent 
surveys by the US Forest Service, CALFIRE, and other agencies have discovered large swaths of dead or dying trees across parts 
of California, particularly coniferous trees in the Sierra Nevada. This remarkable increase in tree mortality–even among native 
species–is thought to result from a combination of primary drought stress (due to extremely warm temperatures, extremely 
low ground snow cover, and very low precipitation) and bark beetle infestation (which, itself, has likely been worsened by 
California’s unprecedented winter warmth over the past several years). After another dry and nearly snow-less winter, plus 
a worsening bark beetle infestation, the coming summer and autumn months may prove to be pretty nerve-wracking in 
California’s most fire-prone regions. The federal government’s official risk assessment for the coming fire season is stark, 
suggesting well above-normal risk of large wildfires all up and down the Pacific Coast.”

What is the same this year, is that through customer conservation and TUD preparations our customers will have enough water 
for consumption, sanitation and fire protection. The diligent staff of TUD will continue to repair leaks and improve operations 
to position the District to have the maximum amount of water available for your use.
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The State of California this year has invested over $11 million dollars in an effort to 
educate the public on how to conserve water by updating its Save Our Water website 
and by advertising in a vast array of media; newspaper, radio and digital advertising. We 
encourage you to go to www.SaveOurWater.com or visit our website at www.tudwater.
com to learn the various ways to conserve water. Here are a few ideas on how you can cut 
water use in your home:

• Do you know if your toilet is leaking? Fixing a leaky toilet can save 30-50 gallons of 
water per day/per toilet. TUD has free toilet dye tablets for you to check your toilets.

• Did you know that TUD offers a toilet rebate program? If your home was built before 
1992 you may be eligible to receive a $45.00 toilet rebate.

• Take five minute showers or less. Saves: 12.5 gallons with a low flow showerhead, 25 
gallons with a standard 5.0 gallon per minute showerhead.

• If you don’t have a low flow showerhead, TUD offers FREE low flow showerheads for our 
water customers. Just stop by our office to pick up one (one per household).

• Purchase a shower push-button shutoff valve which allows the user to interrupt the flow 
of water while soaping up, shampooing or shaving – just another way to save water.

• While you are waiting for the shower water to get hot, use a bucket to capture that water especially if it takes a 
long time to get hot water. Then use that water to:
• Flush toilets 
• Water trees and plants outside

These are just a few suggestions. For more water conservation tips, stop by our office or visit TUD’s website,  
www.tudwater.com. Or check out the Tuolumne County Master Gardeners website at,  
http://ucanr.edu/sites/Tuolumne_County_Master_Gardeners/

Flushable Wipes – Not Good for Sanitary Systems 
Not a pleasant topic, but most people don’t really think about what is 

flushed down there toilet until a problem arises. The latest issue facing 
wastewater agencies across the United States is the problems that so 

called “flushable wipes” cause to sewer collection systems.

Flushable wipes are marketed in a variety of ways, such as 
“septic-safe,” “breaks down like toilet paper,” and “safe for sewer 
and septic.” The problem is that they appear to take longer to 
break down when compared to traditional toilet paper, and as 
a result have caused major blockages in sewer systems. Aging 
infrastructures have also compounded the problem. Wipes that 
clog pipes can lead to blockages that can cause sewage overflow 

into basements or streams. 

If you are concerned about whether flushable products are causing a 
problem to your system, stop flushing the items in question. Instead, bag 

them and place them in your garbage for collection. TUD has seen an increase 
in sewer related problems caused by flushable wipes. When in doubt, just because an item says it can be flushed 
doesn’t mean it should be. 
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Virtually everyone offering advice to homeowners on how to reduce 
outdoor water use says “use California natives”. In general that is good 
advice, but to do it successfully requires some understanding of their 
unique needs. 

First, look for California natives that are indigenous to the foothills 
or to other locations where conditions are similar in terms of summer 
and winter temperatures, humidity and rain patterns, drainage and 
soil conditions, and elevation. When water is scarce, plants that are 
“multifunctional” are smart choices. Select plants that will have the 
mature size, texture and desired functional attributes (e.g., evergreens 
for screens, deciduous for shade in summer and light in winter, habitat 
and food for wildlife) and then match the plant needs for light, water 
and drainage to the existing site conditions. 

Second, plan to plant in the fall to take advantage of anticipated rains and cooler soil and air temperatures since the 
root systems of many native plants (e.g. oaks, freemontodendron, Matilija poppy) are susceptible to root disease in 
warm, wet soils. Increasingly, local nurseries are carrying native plants in the fall. Spring planting should be done as 
early as possible in order to give the plant a chance to adapt to the soil before it gets too hot.  

Third, once the plants have been acquired, group the plants that have similar water and light needs together to 
make it easier to water them efficiently with irrigation separate zones that can be adjusted to supply the minimum 
amount of water needed for assure survival. Unless the plants originated in riparian conditions, most native plants 
will needed infrequent watering once established (usually after 2-3 years). To conserve water, avoid those that need 
“moist soil” which may mean supplemental water several times a week and look for those that say “arid dry” which 
could mean summer supplemental water only 1-2 times per month depending upon soil and light conditions. 

Fourth, when digging the planting hole, pay attention to the drainage since most natives need excellent drainage 
which is challenging in the clay soils often found in the Foothills. Sometimes drainage can be improved by placing 
small stones in the bottom of the planting hole, scarifying the hole’s walls and planting about inch above the 
surrounding grade. Adding a thin layer of compost or mulch can stimulate worms and other critters to break up the 
soil over time. Avoid the temptation to remove the native soil even though it looks nutrient- poor. That is the soil in 
which California natives originated, evolved, and adapted. Finally, add 2-3 inches of mulch around the plant but the 
crown. Do not add commercial fertilizers, phosphorus, or red wiggler worms into the soil and avoid tilling around the 
roots. 

Fifth, unless the plants are not going to need water (oaks,freemontodendron, etc) install an irrigation system that is 
appropriate for the plant’s need for water and its current size. For those that get root disease, a spray system may be 
more effective than emitters. When the plant gets larger more than one emitter may be needed.

Follow these tips to improve your success rate and be rewarded with a low maintenance, drought tolerant landscape 
that showcases the beauty and utility of the many California plants that are native to the Foothills.

Conserve Water-Plant Natives
By Marlys Bell, Tuolumne County Master Gardener
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It is difficult for me to believe that I have been with TUD 
since 1996 and still harder for me to believe that I will soon 
be ending my career here. A lot has changed since 1996 and 
I am proud of the many accomplishments that I and this 
organization have achieved.

There is still a lot more I would like to do but I will leave it 
to the professional, dedicated staff to carry on. Recently, I 
have been witnessed to the coming together of community 
leaders, the Community Water Council. It was inspiring to 
hear the conversations of this group and to know that there 
are choices and optimism about the future water supply of 
our County. We all shared various perspectives of how to 
achieve a more reliable water source. We all agreed it may 
be difficult and challenging but it this critical issues needs 
to be carried forward. So what’s the next step? It is up to 
you, the community, to decide on the best solution. Yes, TUD can guide you – but a decision needs to be made 
by the community and pursued by the District and others not only today but into the future.

This is an amazing County as witnessed in the pulling together during the drought and the Rim Fire. We have 
a lot of strength and passion. It’s these to characteristics that need to see us through on making the right 
decisions on water supply. It really is up to the community to see it through.

People ask me if I will miss working at TUD. My answer – is yes, it is the talented staff that I will miss seeing on 
a daily basis. I appreciate their hard work and dedication and thank them for their support. Thanks to all that I 
have worked with as well and I wish you all the best in the future.
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By Tom Scesa, tscesca@tudwater.com
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