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Conservation Reached – Outstanding!
District staff often gets asked how we are doing with our water conservation goal. 
The answer is: Outstanding!

Tuolumne Utilities District customers and the 
community have ramped up their water conservation 
efforts. Thank you for taking our message of water 
conservation as seriously as we do. Your conservation 
efforts have helped us by achieving over a 40% 
conservation target for the month of June compared to 
2013 (data information tabulated by water treatment 
production use, plus wells). Every drop that we save 

today will help us to hold more water in storage at Pinecrest Lake for the upcoming 
fall/winter season, and to meet the State of California’s conservation requirements.

A Clip of History: By Sherrin Grout of the 
Tuolumne County Historical Society

Sherrin Grout of the Tuolumne County Historical Society provides this 
interesting historical article that appeared in the Mining and Scientific Press 
in 1898 about mining, the ditch system and water supply in our area. 

September 10, 1898 – from Mining and Scientific Press

“The effects of the dry year are being severely felt among the mines in this 
county as in the rest of the State. All the mills are shut down and but little 
work is being done in any of the mines along the mother lode or higher up 
about. Never before in the history of the county has the water supply been 
so short. Even at Sonora the supply has been cut off a part of the time. 
Irrigation has necessarily almost stopped and the frequent forest fires show 
how dry everything is.

…No better investments can be found than that of water systems along the Sierra foothills traversed by the mother lode, if 
they are properly developed, but under the old time management as it exists in some of the counties the water is not properly 
stored and in addition a very large percentage of that saved is lost later through evaporation and leakage along many miles of 
the small distributing ditches.”
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TUD has updated our website, www.tudwater.com so it can now be viewed 
on any of your smartphone or tablet devices. We hope this new transition 
will make it easier for you to stay up to date with TUD news and log into 
your TUD account anytime to pay your bill or view your water  
consumption history.

Website Updated: 
Tudwater.com

Salvia clevelandii ‘Winifred Gillman’

California Native Plant Society Hosts: Gardening With Natives Event

The Sierra Foothills Chapter of the California Native Plant Society will 
be hosting the Gardening with Natives: Helping Our Foothill Gardens 
Survive the Drought symposium on September 12 at the Mother 
Lode Fairgrounds in Sonora. The event will run from 9am to 3:30 pm. 
The cost to attend is $25 before Sept 1st and $30 at the door as space 
allows - lunch is included. The symposium will look at the impact of 
the drought in our foothills and the oak woodland landscape. The 
emphasis will be on what the private property owner can do to help 
their landscape survive the drought situation. Attention will be paid to 
plant selection - including the withdrawal from traditional gardens to 
the water wise native plant garden.

The keynote speaker for the morning session will be Janet Cobb of the 
California Oak Foundation. She has dedicated her professional life to 
the preservation and the continued persistence of the Oak Woodland 
throughout California. The impact of the bark beetle infestation on our 
conifers and the effect of invasive plant species on desirable plants 
in the drought will also be discussed in the morning session, with 
recommendations on how to recognize these pressures and reduce their 
impact on our own property.

The afternoon session will focus on what homeowners can do to establish native gardens. The afternoon keynote 
speaker will be Alrie Middlebrook, author of “Designing California Native Plant Gardens.” Additionally, local garden 
experts and practitioners Marlys Bell and Judy Dean will share their experiences, ideas, failures and successes on 
native gardening in the Central Sierra Foothills.

To register to attend, stop by the T.U.D. office and pickup a registration form or go online at the Sierra Foothills 
Chapter web page www.cnps.org.



The ongoing drought and water restrictions are creating 
an urgency and necessity for everyone to consciously and 
carefully manage scarce water resources. Fortunately, 
rather than just watch plants die, there are proactive 
steps that can be utilized now to improve the likelihood 
of survival until the rains come. 

The first step is to capture water from the house and 
use it in the landscape e. Let nothing that is chemically 
free and relatively clean run down the drain! Examples 
include: capturing water from the tub or shower; routing 
grey water from the laundry into the landscape; and 
reusing rinse water from cleaning fruits and vegetables. 
(check local codes, Tuolumne County Environmental 
Health Department has information regarding rules 
regarding grey water) 

The next step is to maximize the efficiency of irrigation 
systems. Using emitters directed to individual plant root systems are more efficient and effective than even micro 
sprayers. The third step is to prevent runoff by capturing and sinking existing water resources (especially that from 
irrigation systems). For trees, and anything recently planted, and everything on slopes, this is a critical step. Even 
plants on level ground will benefit from a mini-moat (often called a berm and basin) around them that encourages 
water to “puddle” and slowly sink in. If the plant is on level ground, the moat can be built by adding more soil to the 
existing grade level around the dripline. If the plant is on a downward slope, it just needs to be around the lower 
edge of the plant to form a basin for catching the water. In both cases, it is important that the crown of the plants 
be at least at the original grade level. If lower, it will likely get root rot and die. After creating the berm, cover the 
area with 2-3 inches of mulch to cool the soil and prevent water evaporation. Also in winter if there are heavy rains 
or the drainage is slow, drainage holes should be created.

This concept of “berm and basin” can be used for individual plants as well as for larger areas. The goal is to slow 
down, spread and sink the water where it can be used by plants. For future landscaping, the “earthworks” can be 
created now and covered with mulch so that the soil and its critters will benefit from the fall rains. 

In addition to contacting the Tuolumne County Master Gardeners for a site visit or more information, look for the 
books by Brad Landcaster that were donated by the Master Gardeners to the Tuolumne County Library. The books are 
“Rainwater Harvesting for Drylands and Beyond”, Volumes 1&2. Taking these steps will payoff both now as well as in 
the future.

The Drought and Efficiency Steps by By Marlys Bell,  
Tuolumne County Master Gardener

Mini-moat captures water around tree

Get Involved – Upcoming Regular Board Meetings
 
Regular Board meetings generally occur on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month. Check our website 
regularly at www.tudwater.com for Committee meeting dates and Special Board meetings (TBD - To be determined)

Times September October November December

2:00pm 8 13 10 8

5:30pm 22 27 24 TBD
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Meet Interim General Manager - David Andres

I recently joined Tuolumne Utilities District starting the week 
of June 15th, following the retirement of Tom Scesa, General 
Manager. A little about myself; I have over thirty years of 
management experience working with elected Boards in 
California Special Districts and County government, especially 
in the areas of financial administration, personnel and labor 
relation issues and water and wastewater utility management.

So you may be asking what my intentions are stepping in as 
Interim General Manager at TUD. First of all I would like to 
continue to support the staff here and plan to keep operations 
running as smoothly as possible. The second issue is to 
secure a more reliable and efficient water and wastewater 
infrastructure for current and future customers of the District. Along with District staff, I will be looking at moving 
forward a Capital Improvement Plan for water and wastewater projects. A Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) is a 
long-range planning document identifying all individual capital improvement projects (water tanks, pipelines, 
distribution improvements, and wastewater facilities) and funding sources over the next five years. CIP Projects 
are unique construction projects that aim to install new, replace old, or rehabilitate existing facilities.

For a water District of our size, TUD has 14 water treatment plants in various locations throughout the County. Most 
of these treatment plants were acquired when previous water agency providers could not meet State drinking water 
requirements. The District currently has 85 water storage tanks and reservoirs (as shown above), of these, about 25 
tanks are listed in poor condition. These 25 tanks need to be rehabilitated or replaced. In the process of the CIP we 
are working to consolidate tanks where possible to be more efficient in our future planning of the District. Meeting 
State and Federal regulatory standards can be an expensive proposition.

The District is at a critical point and we want the public to get involved and learn more about our future plans. I 
encourage you to participate by attending an upcoming Board meeting or one of the Community Forums that we 
plan to hold in the fall. We will be posting this information and information on the Capital Improvement Plan on the 
TUD website, www.tudwater.com.

General Manager’s Corner
By David Andres, dandres@tudwater.com

Skyline Tank (2008) – Ponderosa Hills

New tank:  
600,000 gallons

Old tank:  
100,000 gallons


