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Water and Sewer Projects for 2016
Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD) will be undertaking new water and sewer system 
capital improvement projects after the first of the year. Water and sewer rates 
provide funding critical to maintaining the infrastructure that supplies safe, clean 
drinking water and ensures that the District can treat wastewater in accordance 
with state and federal regulations. A new rate structure approved in November 
will fund a five year water and sewer Capital Improvement Project Plan geared 
at upgrading or replacing aging and failing infrastructure. For more information 
about the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plans and all the rate changes, visit our 
website, www.tudwater.com.

What’s Next?

The District has highlighted some significant Capital Improvement water and 
sewer projects that we will focus on for 2016. These projects total more than $2.5 
million dollars:

•  Phoenix Lake Preservation and Restoration Plan will restore 300 acre feet of 
water storage and is funded by Proposition 84 and rate payer monies.

•  Cuesta Heights Tank Consolidation Project will consolidate three old tanks into 
one to achieve operational efficiencies and lower operating costs.

•  Columbia Water Treatment Plant Improvements will upgrade treatment plant 
controls, recoat the clearwell and improve apparatus for better maintenance 
operations.

•  San Diego Ditch Conveyance Improvements will extend raw water services and 
is 80% grant funded.

•  Apple Colony – Mt. Eaton Road Ditch to Treated Water Connections will extend 
water services to residences in the area. The project is funded through the 
California Office of Emergency Services.

•  Gibbs Sewer Collection Improvement Project refurbished aging sewer pipelines 
in the Gibbs Estates area. Phoenix Lake Reservoir



It’s a Toilet Not a Trashcan
Some things just don’t belong in the toilet. The TUD Wastewater department responds to a variety 
of issues that can clog the collection system pipes as it makes its way to the Regional Wastewater 
Treatment facility in Sonora. Responding to those issues can cost the District, and perhaps you as 
a customer, lots of money. When the wrong thing is flushed, results can include costly backups on 
your own property or problems at our wastewater treatment plant. You can help! Remember, the 
toilet is not a trashcan. Don’t rush to flush any items like:

Gibbs Sewer Collection Improvement Project 
TUD is more than half way done with the Gibbs Sewer Collection Improvement project that started in 
October 2015. The District was awarded a Community Development Block Grant from Tuolumne County 
in the amount of $1,420,000.00 for the project. “This is very good news for the residents of Gibbs and 
Racetrack Estates. The area has a history of sanitary sewer overflows due to root balls, fats, oils, and 
grease, sags in the pipe, pipe joint offsets and other pipe defects. This project will greatly improve the 
sewer collection system for this area,” states Chad Parsons, Associate Engineer for TUD.
The District in October 2015 hired the contractor NorCal Pipeline Services and the project was designed 
by District staff. Once completed, 15,560 feet of sewer main pipeline will be rehabilitated ranging from 
4-inch to 8-inch in diameter. It will also involve the installation of approximately 490 feet of new sewer 
main, 20 new sewer manholes, and repair another 14 sewer manholes. The estimated project completion 
date is March 2016, weather permitting.

Gibbs Pipeline Project

Water Supply Update
Like most of California, TUD is closely monitoring the winter storms and the impacts they will have on our region. The 
main water supply for TUD and Tuolumne County is the snowpack that develops in the Sierras and then melts in the Spring 
flowing to Pinecrest Lake and Lyons Reservoir, owned and operated by Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E). The 
District closely communicates with PG&E in preparation for the coming water year. Unlike so many other reservoirs in 
the State, Pinecrest and Lyons are relatively small and will likely fill even in a very dry year like we experienced last year. 
TUD’s water supply as a whole is in better condition than it was last year at this time because of recent storm systems 
bringing much needed snow to our watershed earlier in the year as compared to last year. But, this can easily change 
if the storm patterns change. The El-Nino climate pattern this year is suggestive that this region will likely experience 
sufficient storm events to ensure that Pinecrest and Lyons will fill this season.

The photo of Pinecrest Lake was taken January 2015. It is normal for both 
Pinecrest and Lyons reservoirs to drop to low water levels in the winter 
months and then fill again as the Spring snowpack melts.

California as a whole may be facing drought conditions for 2016 because 
the state relies on storage from the large reservoirs like Shasta and New 
Melones. These reservoirs have been mostly depleted and it will take 
multiple years of above normal precipitation to refill these reservoirs 
to normal levels. We will continue to monitor any new state required 
restrictions that will be implemented and keep our customers posted on any 
changing conditions to water restrictions.

Pinecrest Lake – January 2015

•  Disposable does not mean 
flushable, no wipes of  
any type

• Baby wipes and diapers

• Rags and towels

• Cotton swabs

• Candy and other food 
wrappers

•  Rubber items such as  
latex gloves

• Hair

• Sanitary napkins

• Underwear

• Plastic items of any type



With the arrival of autumn and winter, as the leaves begin to change color and fall, acorns drop, 
temperatures cool and the daylight hours wane. If you are willing to spend some time cleaning 
up the garden debris and protecting your plants and soil, it will be well worth the effort. When 
next spring arrives, you will be ready to plant sooner, your soil will be healthier, and your pest 
and disease problems will be minimal. 

Cleaning up the Garden:
To remove insect eggs or disease pathogens from garden tools, rinse materials in a 10 percent 
bleach solution (1 part household bleach to 9 parts water). It is best to dry tools completely 
before storing. Leaving crops to decompose in the garden is a bad idea. They become a place for 
pests and disease pathogens to spend the winter. Remove finished and diseased plants. Chop up 
all other plant material into smaller pieces and add them to your compost pile. Be sure to add 
“brown” (chopped, fallen leaves) to your compost pile, and cover. Cleaning up weeds is equally 
important, since pests like to overwinter there too. If you have fruit trees, make sure to clean up 
all dead and rotting fruit. Don’t forget your perennials; pull away and compost dead leaves and blossoms.

Getting the Soil in Shape:
Cultivating, digging, or tilling your soil, improves aeration and drainage, which allows roots to spread more evenly. It also can 
destroy pests that overwinter in the soil or expose them to birds and other predators. To avoid overworking your soil (which 
can destroy its structure and deplete organic matter), add organic matter and amendments.
Incorporating organic matter helps set in motion the natural cycles that enrich the soil. Earthworms and microorganisms break 
down organic matter into forms that plants can use. As it is broken down, humus is created. Examples of organic matter are: 
straw, grass clippings, shredded leaves, compost, any remaining summer mulch, and composted manures.
The soil should be dry enough to crumble easily in your hand. If the soil is hard and dry, water it deeply. Wait two to three days 
and check the moisture level again before turning.

Mulching:
Applying organic mulches helps protect and improve your soil. Mulching stops soil compaction from heavy rains. The mulch will 
help to absorb the impact of the raindrops, which can destroy soil structure, especially with fine textured soils. Mulching also 
stops erosion from heavy rain and wind.
Now that you have put your garden to bed, sit back, relax, pick up a few seed catalogs and enjoy the winter!

Lisa Page is a University of California Cooperative Extension Master Gardener of Tuolumne County with over 25 years of experience 
growing vegetables.

Master Gardeners Column - “Putting the Garden to Bed”
By Lisa Page

Is Your Home and Property Ready for Cold Temperatures? 
If you have not taken steps to prepare for freezing temperatures we would like to remind you again to take precautionary steps 
to protect your home and property for cold winter conditions which could cause pipes to burst or freeze.  

Insulate Exposed Pipes, Faucets and Pipes Prone to Freezing: 
Outside pipes and faucets, and pipes in unheated garages and crawl spaces are most vulnerable to freezing weather. To prevent 
pipes from freezing, wrap them with insulating material. Cover them with plastic and secure with tape, string, or wire. Also, 
remember to disconnect garden hoses.

Locate Your Main Shut-Off Valve: 
Don’t wait for an emergency. Find your main water shut-off valve now! If a pipe breaks, you can stop excessive water loss and 
flooding by turning off your main water shut-off valve. It is commonly located next to the meter, in the garage, or outdoors by 
the foundation.  For more winter preparation tips, go to www.tudwater.com.
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TUD on the Move
Since becoming the new TUD General Manager in early November,  
I have had the opportunity to become acquainted with different 
aspects of TUD operations. I have enjoyed opportunities to get out 
and see various water and wastewater infrastructure that serves 
the many diverse communities of Tuolumne County. This fall, 
District staff turned their planning into action by undertaking the 
Gibbs and Racetrack Estates sewer system improvement project that 
will install new lining in the sewer pipes of those developments to 
prolong the pipeline life and reduce infiltration and inflow caused 
by aging pipes.  

As noted earlier in this newsletter, TUD is on the move with an aggressive capital improvement program approved by 
the TUD Board of Directors in November. The Board recognizes that critical infrastructure improvements are necessary 
throughout the District in order to ensure the provision of safe, clean drinking water to our customers and to ensure 
that wastewater is treated and disposed of consistent with the many state and federal regulations that are mandated 
upon utility agencies like TUD. The staff of TUD will be working hard to design and construct these projects, and, in 
addition, we will be seeking out grant and other funding opportunities from state and federal sources to assist in 
covering the cost of these projects. Paring up grant funding with rate payer funding will assist the District in its goal 
to provide the best possible service and facilities at the lowest possible cost.  

The new year brings an abundance of opportunities to TUD and the projects you see being undertaken throughout 
our service area will demonstrate that TUD is on the move, improving services for our customers. I encourage you to 
log onto our website at www.tudwater.com and view the capital improvement program that will be carried out over 
the next five years. Finally, it is important to note the power of our customers to save water and achieve the state 
mandated goal of at least a 24% reduction in water use between June 2015 and February 2016. As a matter of fact, TUD 
customers met that challenge and conserved far in excess of that goal, saving approximately 34% through November as 
compared to the same period in 2013. Kudos to all TUD customers on a successful water conservation campaign.

General Manager’s Corner
by Thomas J. Haglund, thaglund@tudwater.com


