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City of Sonora – Residential Fire Flow 
Improvement Project
A fire flow improvement project is nearing completion in the City of Sonora.  
Last year, the City of Sonora received funding from a Community Development 
Block Grant to improve fire flows for increased fire protection in various 
residential areas throughout the City.  The project was a collaborative 
effort between the City and TUD staff.  Mozingo Construction Inc., based in 
Oakdale, was awarded the contract in June 2015.  The project, which started 
in September 2015, included the replacement of 85 fire hydrants and the 
replacement of existing undersized water mains with new, larger diameter 
water mains.  TUD prepared the plans, technical specifications, and cost 
estimates, while City staff handled the environmental compliance, labor 
compliance, bidding, and contract management.

Since TUD will be the owner and operator of the new fire hydrants, TUD will 
be responsible for inspecting construction to ensure the new infrastructure 
meets the District’s standard.

Mozingo Construction installing a new fire hydrant - Sonora



TUD staff and Board members were available 
to answer questions at the Home and Garden 
Show that was held in April at the Mother Lode 
Fairgrounds in Sonora. The one question that was 
asked repeatedly by concerned residents was – 
“How is Our Water Supply this Summer?”

You may be asking this same question as well. 
Regionally, the water supply for Tuolumne County 
has improved greatly compared to the last few 
years. From the forecast predictions it appears 
that Pinecrest Lake and Lyons Reservoir, the 
District’s two main reservoirs, will fill to their 
capacity this year.

The District would like to encourage all residents 
to continue to use water wisely. This year the 
compliance target for TUD as set by the State 
Water Resources Control Board, is to achieve a 
cumulative water conservation goal of 21% by 
October 2016, as compared to base year usage in 
2013. This extended mandate was set in February 
and the District has submitted a letter requesting 
that the State lower this conservation goal since 
the District’s water supply outlook has improved. 
TUD will alert our customers should the water 
conservation goal be modified this summer.

Water Supply
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Tree Mortality Update 

The District along with other county partners are working together 
to combat the tree mortality issues facing Tuolumne County. We hope 
you had the opportunity to attend one of the many informational 
community public forums on tree mortality that were held throughout 
Tuolumne County in April where community questions and answers 
were discussed. The District is attempting to contact property owners 
that have dead or dying trees that could damage TUD’s ditch system or 
other facilities should a tree fall.

If you are contacted by us, the District will remove the tree or trees 
free of charge as long as the property owner grants a Right of 
Entry permit to TUD or its contractors to assess the trees and do the 
necessary tree removal process. The District has received California 
Disaster Assistance Act funding to offset the costs of the tree 
removal project.

For more information regarding the bark beetle and tree  
mortality, visit our website, www.tudwater.com or Cal Fire at  
http://www.fire.ca.gov/treetaskforce/

Pinecrest Lake – Photo credit: PG&E (2016)

Dead trees – Ponderosa Hills area, April 2016



The continuing water shortages and restrictions suggest that all new  
gardening and landscaping projects be carefully scrutinized for impact 
on water-related realities.  Some choices yield more gain per gallon  
than others, especially those that edible such as fruit, nuts, berries,  
grapes, hops, olives, asparagus, artichoke, kiwi and rhubarb. Many  
perennial edibles are attractive long-lasting, economical and good  
candidates for an edible landscape.

The foundation for perennial (plants lasting more than one year)  
edible landscaping is fruit trees. The site-specific elevation and microclimates determine which ones will thrive, so do some 
research.  For example, actual temperatures and number of hours of both hot and cold temperatures are important.  In elevations, 
above 2000 feet, peaches, pears, apples, cherries, persimmon and quince do well. In lower elevations, (below 1000 feet) citrus, kiwi, 
figs, avocado, sweet bay, olives and pomegranate, as well as many other fruit and nut tees may be viable.  In the lower elevations, 
when selecting apples, pears, and apricots, look for a low number of chilling hours and match it to the averages on the site. In 
higher elevations, fruit needs enough warm days to ripen.  Bloom time is also important.  Buds may be killed by spring frost, 
especially if situated in low-lying areas. Because they bloom early, apricots, figs, and almonds are problematic in these locations.

Other issues to consider when considering fruit, nut and olives are the size and pollination needs of the various trees.  Larger 
trees require more water.  Many require more than one for pollination purposes. Fortunately, dwarf, grafted trees are now 
available which significantly reduces water needs while providing more varieties of fruit available per tree.  Some grafted 
trees, with 3-4 different varieties of peaches, apples, plums or pears produce fruit at different times throughout the season. 
There is even a “fruit salad” with peaches, apricots, and plums all growing on the same tree. More information is available 
online (getchill.net) and also in the UC Davis ANR book “The Home Orchard- Growing Your Own Fruit and Nut Trees.”

 An edible landscape can also include perennial vegetables such as artichoke, sorrel, cardoon, and asparagus. Many different 
kinds of berries such as blueberries, raspberries, blackberries, gooseberries, current, elderberry and strawberries are also 
potential additions to the landscape together with herbs  (e.g., chives, parsley, thyme, oregano), edible flowers (e.g., 
chrysanthemum, borage, roses, lavender, lilac) and some ornamental landscape plants (e.g., centranthus, pineapple guava and 
camellia sinensis). When considering traditional landscape plants, use caution in determining what part of the plant is edible.

Supporting the supplemental water needs of the perennial edible landscape with a graywater “laundry to landscape” system 
and rainwater collection tanks, could dramatically reduce water use and expense.  A beautiful landscape that produces food to 
eat and needs very little water makes a winning combination worthy of an award for sustainability.

Edible Perennials  
By UCCE Master Gardener Maryls Bell of Tuolumne County
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Educating Youth on Water
The District takes pride in its continued support of 
educating the third graders of Tuolumne County about 
water and water conservation. The goal of this annual 
program is to help kids understand the water cycle, water 
conservation and future water needs.  

The District is fortunate enough to be able to utilize 
an expert in this field, Becky Miller-Cripps, a Tuolumne 
County Master Gardener who explains the importance of 
water to the third graders. The third grade program also 
includes a video, work booklets and student participation, 
to provide information on water systems, water quality, 
the water cycle and water conservation. This year we made 
over 19 classroom visits, totaling nearly 500 students who 
learned about the importance of water.

Most of the students also participated in our “Every Drop Counts” poster art contest. Some of the posters were on display 
at TUD’s Home and Garden Show booth. The colorful “Every Drop Counts” poster featured in this article was chosen as our 
2016 Grand Prize winner, illustrated by third grade artist, Elias Wang of Curtis Creek Elementary School. 

Grand Prize – Every Drop Poster Contest winner illustrated by  
Elias Wang of Curtis Creek Elementary School

Dead trees – Ponderosa Hills area, April 2016
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In mid-March, the TUD Board met for two days and conducted a facilitated strategic planning and  
goal setting session that resulted in the establishment of the Board’s vision for the future of TUD.   
The Board, with the assistance of an experience facilitator, looked out 15 years and  
established a Vision, Mission, Goals and Action Agenda for the District.   
The Boards vision statement for the type of organization TUD will be in 15 years is:

        Tuolumne Utilities District will be a leading California utilities agency,  
providing safe, secure and high quality water, encouraging responsible  
water resources conservation; having effective collection, treatment  
and disposal of wastewater; and providing for the best use of  
TUD properties for TUD and community benefit.

The Board’s articulation of the District’s mission compliments its  
vision statement by recognizing that the TUD mission is to “provide  
reliable, responsive utility services with dedicated customer service  
in a financially responsible manner.”  The Board then prioritized four  
overarching goals for the District to achieve over the next five (5) years:

      •  Upgraded TUD Infrastructure •  High Performing Organization 
      •  Top Quality Utility Services •  Financially Responsible TUD Organization

The Board then discussed and defined a one (1) year policy agenda designed to work toward its five year goals for the 
organization.  The policy agenda, known as the District’s 2016 Action Agenda prioritized programs and projects that the 
District will undertake over the next year.  Successive Action Agenda priorities in the coming years will lead the District to 
achieve both the board’s goals and long-term vision.  As 2016 unfolds, we will see significant investment in water and sewer 
infrastructure projects that will demonstrate the District’s service commitment to our customers and the goals and priorities 
established by the Board.  

General Manager’s Corner
by Thomas J. Haglund, thaglund@tudwater.com


