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Annual Water Quality Report Released
As new challenges to drinking water 
safety emerge, the District remains 
vigilant in meeting the goals of source 
water protection, water conservation, and 
community education to serve the needs 
of all our water users. We are committed to 
providing quality drinking water to all of 
our customers.

As part of our commitment, the District is 
proud to present our Annual Water Quality Report covering all testing performed 
between January 1 and December 31, 2015. In an effort to reduce District expenses, 
the Annual Water Quality Report (Report) is available for you to download at our 
website, www.tudwater.com.

You may notice that this year’s Report looks more condensed than last year.  That’s 
because the District continually strives to be more effi cient and in 2015 undertook 
consolidation efforts and inter-connected some of our various treated water supply 
systems to enhance the water supply and our transmission capabilities. 

The Sonora treated water system now supply’s water to customers in East Sonora, 
Mono Village, Jamestown, Cuesta Center and Lambert Lake.  The District also has the ability to turn on wells in these areas 
if needed to supplement the surface water supply.  As a result of drought related conservation the District is experiencing a 
lower water demand than in previous years.  

The Big Hill Water Treatment Plant is now part of the Columbia System. The District can now supply water to Columbia from 
Big Hill allowing us to make upgrades and conduct maintenance projects to the Columbia Water Treatment Plant during the 
winter’s low demand period.  The District’s Upper Basin area now supplies water to customers in Sugar Pine, Brentwood, 
Crystal Falls, Soulsbyville, and Monte Grande. This new connection has the benefi t that the District can send water back and 
forth through the Soulsbyville intertie if needed. By consolidating these particular systems, the District has achieved savings 
through operational effi ciencies and lower energy use.

Notwithstanding a winter season that produced signifi cant precipitation, the District still encourages customers to use water 
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On November 17, 2015, as part of the Public Hearing, Rate Study, and adoption of water and sewer rates, the Board approved 
the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for water and sewer projects. The District’s CIP is a five year fiscal plan (FY 2016-2021). The 
District’s Board of Directors has adopted the first two years of the CIP and approves the entire five-year plan in concept. The 
CIP is a “rolling document” with older projects dropping out upon completion and new projects being added as the plan rolls 
forward. The Board will review and approve the CIP with the adoption of its biennial budgets.

Listed below are some of the CIP projects completed in Fiscal Year 2016. The District has invested over $400,000 in water and 
sewer CIP projects by June 2016.

Capital Improvement Projects Completed by June 2016

Local and National Campaign for Smart Irrigation Practices
By UCCE Master Gardener Maryls Bell of Tuolumne County

PROJECT

Sonora WTP Manifold 
Replacement

March 2016Field crews replaced a raw water manifold at the Sonora Water Treatment 
Plant (WTP) that was over 70 years old.  The manifold is critical to Sonora 
WTP operations and showed signs of deterioration raising significant 
concern. 

DESCRIPTION COMPLETED

wisely at all times. If you see water running down a street that doesn’t appear to be from sprinklers, there is a chance you 
could be witnessing a mainline water pipeline break. The District has over 330 miles of pipeline transmitting treated water 
and old pipes are subject to failure. TUD’s dedicated field crews are on-call and respond 24 hours a day, seven days a week to 
ensure that water leaks are repaired as quickly as possible. If you see a water leak, please report it to our office anytime at 
209-532-5536.

If you have any questions related to your drinking water, please call Trevor Cowden, Water Superintendent at (209) 532-5536, 
extension 554.

Continued from Page 1

Together with the National Irrigation Association, the Tuolumne County Board of Supervisors has designated July as “Smart Irrigation 
Month.” The campaign’s purpose is to focus attention on decisions and actions that individuals, business and other organizations, like TUD, 
can take to improve effectiveness and efficiency of outdoor water use. The acute water shortages of the recent droughts reinforce the need 
to be smarter in the future.  Fortunately, there are many ways for consumers to reduce outdoor water use while still having an attractive 
landscape and lowering water bills.

As the summer days get longer and the heat intensifies without the likelihood of any rain, consider some of the following options:

*Redesigning or salvaging the landscape. Last year’s water restrictions caused many to “let the lawn go.” Some decided to convert it 
into drought tolerant, low maintenance landscapes. Although summer is not the time to plant, it is a good time to plan. Once the decision 

Crystal Falls Filter Media 
Replacement

March 2016The filter media was 13 years old and warn out. Typically it’s replaced 
between 7-10 years.  Installing new media at the water treatment plant 
will improve water quality issues for this area.

Gibbs Sewer Improvement 
Collection Project

May 2016This project involved installing cured-in-place pipe within roughly 15,000 
lf of 4-inch through 8-inch sewer mains and 20 sewer manholes in the 
Gibbs Estates area. 

Sonora Knolls Distribution 
Improvements

CDBG – Sonora Fire Flow 
Improvements

May 2016

June 2016

The Capital Budget included $50,000 for the purchase of materials to add 
service pressure reducing valves (PRV) to approximately 48 services on 
Shaws Flat Road in Sonora to improve and protect service connections.

The City of Sonora, through a Community Development Block Grant, 
coordinated with TUD the replacement of fire hydrants and water main 
lines in Sonora in order to improve fire flow.  The City hired a contractor 
to install new 8-inch mainline in various locations throughout the City of 
Sonora.  

...Continued on Page 3



Use a broom instead of a hose

Water Supply Update

Continued from Page 2

As stated in the last On Tap newsletter, the watershed that provides the District’s water 
supply has greatly improved compared to the last few years. TUD will not be imposing 
any water conservation reduction targets this summer, but we continue to ask all of 
our customers to use water wisely. Although TUD will not be enforcing water reduction 
targets there are still water conservation regulations mandated by the State Water 
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) that TUD is obligated to enforce. The SWRCB has set 
statewide water conservation regulations for all residents and businesses to follow: 

(a) To prevent the waste and unreasonable use of water and to promote water 
conservation, each of the following actions is prohibited, except where necessary 
to address an immediate health and safety need or to comply with a term or 
condition in a permit issued by a state or federal agency:

1) The application of potable water to outdoor landscapes in a manner that 
causes runoff such that water flows onto adjacent property, non-irrigated 
areas, private and public walkways, roadways, parking lots, or structures;

2) The use of a hose that dispenses potable water to wash a motor vehicle, except 
where the hose is fitted with a shut-off nozzle or device attached to it that 
causes it to cease dispensing water immediately when not in use;

3) The application of potable water to driveways and sidewalks;

4) The use of potable water in a fountain or other decorative water feature, except where the water is part of a 
recirculating system;

5) The application of potable water to outdoor landscapes during and within 48 hours after measurable rainfall;

6) The irrigation with potable water of ornamental turf on public street medians; and

7) The irrigation with potable water of landscapes outside of newly constructed homes and buildings in a manner 
inconsistent with regulations or other requirements established by the California Building Standards Commission 
and the Department of Housing and Community Development.

is made to do something different, it is easier to reallocate scarce water to other 
priorities.  For those who still have a lawn, consider cutting it back to functional areas 
for walkways, pets and play.

*Converting traditional PVC irrigation systems and overhead sprinklers to drip 
systems that are more efficient and effective. It is easily done and will be a money and 
water saver. 

Because drip systems specifically target water to the plants and not the entire 
surrounding areas, the water goes where it is needed with minimal evaporation. Another 
advantage is that drip systems are tailored and easily revised to drip is that it delivers the precise amount of water when and where needed 
by each plant.  For example, large trees and shrubs may need two 4 gallon per hour emitters while recently planted perennials need only an 
emitter that puts out ½ gallon per hour. With drip, changes can be made when the plants grow. Groundcovers are more effectively irrigated 
with micro-sprayers. Bubblers work well in containers.

*Auditing and adjusting. All irrigation systems need to be reviewed periodically to look for leaks, clogged emitters, overspraying and 
inadequate water pressure. During hot periods when plant symptoms (wilt, browning, curled leaves) are observed, adjust irrigation clocks to 
add more minutes. (Know the plant. Some go dormant in the summer and need very little water in the summer.) Generally plants do better 
when irrigated with more minutes per session than fewer minutes and more frequency. Also consider irrigating in the early morning hours 
to reduce evaporation. A regular inspection that is followed up with prompt attention and adjustments will reduce water waste and improve 
effectiveness and efficiency.

For more information on Smart Irrigation, check out the Irrigation Association’s website www.irrigation.org/Resources/Smart 
IrrigationMonth.aspx,  http://cagardenweb.ucanr.edu/Drought_/Drought_Irrigation_Tips, or contact the Tuolumne County Master Gardener 
Hotline at 209- 533-5912.



On Tap is published to keep Tuolumne Utilities District customers informed about issues and upcoming events. If you have any story ideas 
or suggestions, please mail them to Lisa Westbrook, at 18885 Nugget Blvd., Sonora, CA 95370 or email at lisaw@tuolumneutilities.com.

As spring gives way to summer, TUD crews and contractors are on the move implementing a broad range of water and 
sewer infrastructure projects designed to improve water quality and reliability and wastewater treatment capabilities.  
Over the long term, each of these projects will contribute to operational effi ciencies that will help hold the line on the 
cost of water production and delivery and the treatment of wastewater.  The TUD Board of Directors is committed to 
providing top quality utility services to the community, and doing so in a fi nancially responsible manner.  The upgrading 
of the very infrastructure that provides these services is a benefi t to each customer and the TUD staff is committed to 
doing a good job.  As we open the door to a new fi scal year on July 1st, the project list is long and the desire to get the 
job done is strong.  As transformation of TUD infrastructure gets underway, you will notice an increasing number of 
construction projects going on around the county.  TUD is pursuing every grant opportunity available to help pay for 
these projects where possible as a means of reducing the cost to rate payers.  

Over the years TUD has acquired various failing private water systems in an effort 
to ensure that residents and businesses in those systems can receive good quality 
drinking water.  In many circumstances, when these acquisitions occurred, the cost 
of bringing the individual private systems up to public drinking water standards 
required signifi cant system upgrades at a cost to the District which in turn required 
the enactment of a surcharge that applies to these specifi c areas.  The surcharges 
appear on the bills of customers in these areas only, and represent the repayment 
of the cost to upgrade these former private water systems, typically over a 20 or 30 
year period.  As we look to the future it is possible that additional private systems 
will be acquired by TUD, either by order of the state of California or request of the 
individual system.  TUD is committed to cost neutrality in such acquisitions so that 
there is not a burden on existing customers to acquire new systems.  TUD is also 
dedicated to providing our service territory with safe, clean drinking water in a 
way that builds public trust and confi dence and enhances the local economy.  

General Manager’s Corner
By Thomas J. Haglund, thaglund@tudwater.com

Field crews fi xing a mainline water 
break in Sonora (June 2016)
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