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The Gold Springs Sewer Replacement Project

The District is undertaking the Gold Springs Sewer Replacement Project which is 
one of the more significant sewer infrastructure projects outlined in the District’s 
Capital Improvement Plan budget that was adopted by the Board of Directors in May. 

Customers living in the Columbia area will notice increased activity at the beginning of September as the project gets 
underway.  The project will replace 5,510 linear feet of sewer force main and 963 linear feet of sewer gravity main along the 
east side of Parrotts Ferry Road in Columbia.  The Gold Springs Lift Station currently collects wastewater from approximately 
210 residences in the Gold Springs Subdivision and the Gold Springs Townhouses off of Marble Quarry Road, in addition to 
approximately one dozen residences from Rambling Hills Estates.  The wastewater is pumped through a force main until it 
discharges to a gravity line located on Parrotts Ferry Road.  This force main has experienced many main breaks in the past few 
years forcing numerous repairs.  The gravity mainline is located in a roadway with a lot of heavy vehicle traffic and is severely 
cracked.  The pipeline is also approaching its capacity.  A larger main will be able to accommodate greater flows in the future 
and prevent possible future sanitary sewer overflows.

Moyle Excavation, Inc., was awarded the competitively bid project and is scheduled to begin construction at the beginning of 
September.  Estimated project completion is Spring 2017, weather permitting.
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This project will replace cracked pipe segments currently identified on 
Parrotts Ferry Road



Do you know if you have a pressure regulator installed at your home? A pressure regulator will help if there is a sudden change 
in water pressure delivered from TUD’s distribution system to your home. Regulator valves help prevent high water pressure, 
but can fail, putting a strain on your plumbing and appliances. If you’re concerned about whether your household water 
pressure is too high, you can use a water pressure gauge to test the pressure. 

The pressure in a typical Tuolumne County residence can vary from 20 to 90 (pounds per square inch measured on a gauge) at 
the meter, but it varies depending on your location. The step-down regulator near your water meter or just outside the house is 
usually set at the factory. If you need to adjust it higher or lower, the procedure is simple, but you may need a water pressure 
regulator if one has not been installed. It is recommended that you check your water pressure at least twice a year.

How to Check Your Water Pressure

 1.)   Purchase a residential water pressure gauge kit. Pressure gauge kits are available at most hardware stores, and 
usually come with adapters to fit most residential hose bibs or water outlets.

 2.)   Select a water outlet, such as a hose bib, that is close to your home’s main water supply source. 

 3.)   Turn off all faucets and appliances that use water -- washing machines, refrigerators with ice makers, sprinkler 
systems and dishwashers. 

 4.)   Attach the gauge to a water outlet such as a hose bib or your washing machine connection by screwing the fitting 
end of the gauge into the outlet.

 5.)   Open the water supply valve that controls the outlet that the gauge is attached to. Make sure that you slowly open 
the valve until it is fully open.

 6.)   Read the pressure when the needle on the gauge stops moving. If the reading is below 50 psi or above 80 psi, your 
pressure reducing valve may be faulty or you may not have one installed on your water supply lines.

 7.)   Close the valve and wait a few minutes. Test one more time to make sure the reading is accurate. If you get a 
different reading, check that all faucets and water-using appliances are shut off.

 8.)   Contact a professional plumber to inspect the reducing valve or install one to correct the water pressure if you have a 
reading that is too high or too low.

Check Your Water Pressure

Ditch Outage Scheduled for October - Please Conserve!
The Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) Main Canal that conveys 95% of 
Tuolumne Utilities District’s water supply will be shut down for PG&E’s regular 
maintenance from Sunday, October 9th through Monday, October 17th, 2016. 
With this in mind, the District asks that you limit your water use during this 
timeframe while PG&E undertakes repairs and improvements. 

Without water flowing in the ditches, the only water available is what remains  
in storage tanks and from groundwater wells.  Conservation during this period  
will help provide adequate water supply for drinking, sanitary usage and  
fire protection.

Here’s how you can help:

 • Limit outside watering

 • Do not wash vehicles 

 • Turn off automatic lawn and drip sprinkler timers

 • Repair water leaks

Please continue to conserve one week after the outage in order for water storage 
to recover. For irrigation/agricultural ditch customers, periodic outages will 
continue from October through December for annual maintenance. For complete 
ditch outage information, visit our website, www.tudwater.com.



Tuolumne County Master Gardeners:
Smart Gardening Saves Money and Conserves Water  
submitted by Marlys Bell and written by Becky Miller-Cripps, University of California Cooperative Extension Master Gardener of Tuolumne County

The last article focused on a national and local campaign to encourage smart irrigation practices to reduce 
unnecessary water use. One of the options was to regularly “audit and adjust “. It included a few examples of what 
that meant and its importance to saving money and conserving water. This article, written by Becky Miller-Cripps, 
provides more tips for how to monitor your landscape.

Reduce your landscape’s need for water. Choose water-efficient plants and garden designs and avoid planting turf 
species that require frequent watering, such as bluegrass or ryegrass.  Try one of the new strains of buffalo grass 
that can be watered as little as twice a month.

 •   Water only when your lawn needs water. Water requirements vary according to turf species, location, 
and month of the year. Deeper, less frequent watering is best for most lawns. Water only two or three 
times per week.

 •   Watch your sprinklers to be sure they’re not producing run-off. Adjust the direction of the sprinkler 
heads; replace broken heads and leaking valves.

 •   Cut back on fertilizer. Are you growing a grass “crop”? Or do you simply want a reasonably healthy 
lawn to provide some cooling play space? The more you fertilize, the more water your plants require to 
maintain that excess growth. 

 •   Many nonflowering trees and shrubs never require fertilizer. Only fertilize when necessary. Slow growth 
can be a benefit.

 •   And speaking of trees, never wet the trunk of a tree when irrigating. Water deeply around the dripline. 
Most established trees and shrubs only need once-a-month watering.

 •   When you fertilize, apply only the fertilizer that’s necessary. Purchase a simple soil test at your local 
garden supply or nursery. Excess nitrogen and phosphorus leach through the soil with watering and 
contaminate our local streams and lakes.

 •   Water early in the morning before sunlight increases evaporation and before breezes blow your precious 
water away.

 •   Mulch, mulch, mulch, mulch! A layer of mulch on the ground reduces evaporation, conserves water, 
stabilizes soil temperature and crowds out weeds.

 •   Plant thickly. There’s a reason Native Americans planted the three sisters of corn, beans and squash. 
Those large squash leaves shade the soil, conserving precious water and reducing evaporation.

 •   Improve watering efficiency and distribution by using drip irrigation and soaker hoses to take water 
only where it’s needed.

For more information about irrigating and 
maintaining a healthy lawn, go to www.ipm.ucdavis.
edu and click on “UC Guide to Healthy Lawns.”  
Go to www.tudwater.com and click on “Water 
Conservation” to learn more about water savings 
indoors and out. Or call the Master Gardener  
hotline at 204-533-5912. They can come to your house  
(for free) and show you how to perform a uniformity 
test on your sprinklers. 

Foxtail Buffalo Grass



On Tap is published to keep Tuolumne Utilities District customers informed about issues and upcoming events. If you have any story ideas  
or suggestions, please mail them to Lisa Westbrook, at 18885 Nugget Blvd., Sonora, CA 95370 or email at lisaw@tuolumneutilities.com.

Every October 1st, California begins a new water year.  The water year runs annually from October 1 to the following 
September 30.  As we near the end of the water year 2016 later this month, we look back on what turned out to be a fairly 
normal water season.  Beginning in November 2015 our local watershed started receiving snow high in the mountains which 
ultimately portended an ample supply of snow and thus an ample supply of water for TUD and its customers.  

Managing our local water supply for domestic use purposes is important.  Neither TUD, nor the County of Tuolumne has water 
rights on the South Fork of the Stanislaus River from which we receive our raw water.  Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
holds these water rights, some predating 1914, with allowed uses for domestic purposes and the production of electricity.   

An important reality about our local water supply is that the South Fork Stanislaus River (SFSR) watershed resets itself each 
and every year.  With water year 2017 beginning on October 1, 2016, we start anew carefully tracking the snow production 
up to December 31.  Though we have an ample supply of water through December, the amount of snow produced in November 
and December plays a critical role in setting the stage for our water supply next summer and fall.  If the SFSR watershed 
does not produce sufficient snow during the winter months, including November 
and December 2016, we could face water shortages next summer. 

Another critical element to our water supply is the careful calibration of both 
Pinecrest and Lyons reservoirs.  In addition to required domestic use of a portion 
of these waters, PG&E uses the water for power production.  Drawing the reservoirs 
too low before the end of December can be problematic if there is not enough snow 
accumulation in the SFSR watershed during the winter months.  This scenario can 
produce snap conservation measures and significant disruptions for residential, 
commercial and agricultural water users.  

TUD advocates for a drawdown of Pinecrest Reservoir during the October 
– December timeframe based on close monitoring of weather forecasts and 
specifically calibrated to actual snow production during November and December, 
so that Pinecrest maintains an adequate amount of water heading into the winter 
months as a base supply for the following summer/fall season.  Doing so is in the 
best interests of our customers and the Tuolumne County economy.

General Manager’s Corner
By Thomas J. Haglund, thaglund@tudwater.com

South Fork Stanislaus River
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