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When Cooking - Trap the Grease!
With the fall and winter holidays 
approaching, many Tuolumne County 
residents will be busy cooking in their 
kitchens.  To avoid potential plumbing 
and sewer disasters, Tuolumne Utilities 
District (TUD) would like to remind 
residents how to properly dispose of 
fats, oils and grease. Sewer blockages 

can cause backups into homes resulting in an unpleasant mess that can cost 
hundreds and sometimes thousands of dollars to clean up.  

Listed below are safe disposal tips of waste fats, oil and grease to help you avoid 
a plumbing emergency:

 •   Avoid pouring fats or vegetable cooking oils down the drain because 
liquid fats solidfy in the pipes and create clogs.

 •   After grease has cooled, scrape the grease into a container with a tight 
fitting lid. Solidify in the refrigerator before putting it in the trash. 

 •   Never put hard to grind items in your garbage disposal, including 
poultry skins, egg shells, carrots, potato skins, celery, pumpkin 
pulp, banana peels or pasta.

The Tuolumne County Solid Waste Division has begun collecting 
used liquid cooking oil, 10 gallons or less, by appointment only 
at their permanent household hazardous waste facility. This is 
available to residential customers only. Note that small quantities 
of grease solid at room temperature, such as lard & bacon fat, may be 
place in a sealed container and put in the trash. Call (209) 533-5588 to 
make an appointment for disposal of residential liquid cooking oil.
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Did you know that at TUD’s Online Customer Service Center you can view your most recent billing statement and quickly make 

a payment on your account when it is convenient for you. Or go paperless by signing up for e-bills. Paperless e-bills don’t just 

help the environment; it puts your TUD account available to you anytime, 24 hours a day. Save paper, stamps and hassle, by 

signing up at TUD’s Online Customer Service Center. In a few simple steps, you can view your TUD account history, including 

water usage, make a payment or signup to receive your TUD bill electronically, sent directly to your email. Once you are signed 

up at www.tudwater.com, go to the My Profile tab and change your account to receive electronic bill notifications.

Make the Switch and Make a Difference

Turn off paper and do your part to go green. According to the PayItGreen Alliance, by having your bills delivered electronically 

and paying them online, every year your household can:

 o Save 6 pounds of paper

 o Save 23 pounds of wood

 o  Avoid producing 29 pounds of 

greenhouse gas emissions

Receive your TUD bill via email today by  

signing up at www.tudwater.com.

E-Bills – Signup Today and Go Paperless

Ditch Maintenance Continues
The Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) conducted their annual 

maintenance and cleaning of the Main Canal ditch in October. The 

Main Canal, which flows from Lyons Reservoir, conveys 95% of 

Tuolumne Utilities District’s water supply. Without water flowing in 

the ditches, the only water available is what remained in storage 

tanks and from groundwater wells. Thank you to all of our customers 

who helped conserve water during this time.

When the Main Canal stops its water flow, the District gears up for 

its own maintenance and cleaning of the ditch system. This year a 

crew of 12 worked an average of 10 hour days from the period of 

the Main Canal outage from October 9th through October 17th. “We 

take advantage of the work PG&E is doing so that we can do our 

own maintenance and clearing of the ditches prior to the wet winter 

season,” states Eric Hall, Water Master. The TUD ditches that were 

maintained and cleared of debris during this time period included:  

Section 4 (Twain Harte), 2 miles of Upper Columbia, most of the 

San Diego (Columbia) and the Roaches (Tuolumne City). More ditch 

maintenance and cleaning are scheduled for November through 

December. If you are a TUD raw water customer, please check  

the TUD website, www.tudwater.com, for the complete ditch  

outage schedule.



Water Use in Drought Conditions -
Rain Water Collection 
By Al Dahlstrand is a University of California Cooperative Extension of Tuolumne County Master Gardener.

Although many reservoirs in California store water for future use, our biggest drinking water storage area 
is the Sierra Nevada snowpack, which has been dwindling in capacity in recent warm years. Thus, our total 
storage capacity for domestic and agricultural use is decreasing.  Published research is indicating that 
about 50% of our new future water needs must come from conservation of existing water resources since 
other sources will not be able to meet the future demand.

Landscape Irrigation:  
Recent figures indicate that about 50% of current water use in the State is used for maintaining 
landscaping.  For the upcoming winter months you should reduce or turn off your outdoor irrigation. When 
you resume your outdoor landscape irrigation, remember to check the following: 

 •  Maximize the use of drip irrigation for as much of your landscape as possible.  These systems bring 
water to soil and plants quickly without much chance for evaporation.  

 •  Minimize the use of drip micro sprayers unless planting density is high and/or you are irrigating 
ground cover.  

 • Consider using soaker hose and drip tape for longer lines of closely spaced plants.

 •  Water early in the morning or evening when the winds are calmer and evaporation is likely to be less. 

Collection of Rain Water: 
Collect and save as much rain water as possible going into a drought year.  This can include a roof runoff 
tank collection system, damming of a small drainage into a pond or stock tank, or collection of downspout 
drainage into barrels or buckets for small gardens.  Creation 
of topographic swales in your garden will also minimize direct 
runoff during the wet season and increase late winter and spring 
infiltration into the ground.  Collection of rain water can supply 
from several hundred gallons to 4,000 to 5,000 gallons of water 
available for spring and early summer irrigation without being a 
burden on public systems or private wells. 

How do you collect rain water for use in the garden?  
First of all, you need a catchment surface, something the water 
runs off. For the home gardener, that’s your roof. During a 1-inch 
rainfall, 90 square feet of roof will shed enough water to fill a 
55-gallon drum. For more information on rain water collection, 
visit http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/garden-how-to/info/
collecting-rainwater.htm

Wise water use under drought conditions begins in the home 
and extends into the garden.  It becomes a lifestyle that should 
continue even when drought conditions are not present; it’s the 
California lifestyle of the future.



On Tap is published to keep Tuolumne Utilities District customers informed about issues and upcoming events. If you have any story ideas  
or suggestions, please mail them to Lisa Westbrook, at 18885 Nugget Blvd., Sonora, CA 95370 or email at lisaw@tuolumneutilities.com.

GRANTS:  State and Federal Funding Working for You

When TUD adopted a capital improvement program (CIP) last fall, it became apparent very quickly that our capital needs 
outstripped our present ability to afford them.  But, to paraphrase an old saying; a CIP is a lot like an eating an elephant; 
you do it one bite at a time.  That is to say, it may take a while, but with persistence the job will get done.  With $52 million 
of aging water infrastructure and $7 million of aging wastewater infrastructure to be rehabilitated or replaced the District 
prioritized the most important projects to be undertaken over the next five (5) years.  

Although the project list is long and costly, the District leverages its own funding by applying for every state and federal grant 
we can in order to stretch our local dollar and assist our customers in paying for improvements to their water and wastewater 
systems.  The pursuit of grant funding is a priority at TUD.  Since 2014, the District has received more than $10 million in 
grant funding for various projects in support of our water and wastewater systems.  Approximately $3 million of that amount 
was received in the last year and a half.  The District will also receive $6.1 million in grant funding in support of completing 
the Phoenix Lake Rehabilitation and Restoration project that will reestablish nearly 
300 acre feet of lake water to be treated and used for drinking water.   

With respect to our wastewater treatment system, the District just received a 
$450,000 planning grant from the State Water Resources Control Board to assist us 
in evaluating our wastewater treatment processes and recommend improvements 
that will be eligible for a later funding grant.  Improvements to our wastewater 
treatment facility help the District stay within regulatory guidelines for treatment 
and disposal of wastewater by upgrading to modern technologies that are more 
efficient and environmentally sensitive. 

In addition to all of this, and, since June of this year, District staff has submitted 
grant applications totaling $3,422,500 to help fund projects including tree 
mortality, water reservoir and water and sewer pipeline replacement.  All of these 
grants are filed on behalf of our customers in an effort to keep rates as low as 
possible, and to keep our infrastructure sound.  TUD will continue to advocate for 
funding to benefit you and the generations that follow.  

General Manager’s Corner
By Thomas J. Haglund, thaglund@tudwater.com
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