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Quartz-Stent Water Main Extension 
Project Underway
Construction of the Quartz-Stent Water Main Extension Project in 
Jamestown commenced in late November.  The project entails the 
installation of approximately 12,000 linear feet of water main and 
has the potential to connect over 100 properties, although only 52 
properties were interested in receiving water service at this time.

Due to the ongoing drought, over thirty homes in the Quartz and Stent 
areas of Jamestown have experienced well failures due to inadequate 
water quantity and quality.  Many homes in the area are participating in 
Tuolumne County’s well assistance program.  That program is temporary 
and will expire once the funding is exhausted or after project completion.  

The Tuolumne Utilities District 
(District) has received over  
$1.6 million in grant funding for 
this project from the Department 
of Water Resources and the State 
Water Resources Control Board. 

The District has hired Mozingo 
Construction, Inc., of Oakdale, 
to install the new water main.  
The project is expected to be 
completed by early April 2017 
depending on the weather and 
other unforeseen delays.

Quartz Project Area - Jamestown



In the Sierra foothills the weather is unpredictable, especially 

in the winter months; however the coldest temperatures 

typically occur in the months of January and February. And 

while the average low temperature in Sonora in January is 33 

degrees, there have been many years that the temperatures 

have dropped below freezing which can result in broken pipes 

or customers without water. 

If you have not taken steps to prepare for freezing 

temperatures we would like to remind you of some simple 

precautionary steps that will help you protect your home  

and property from cold winter conditions, and prevent pipes 

from freezing.  

Insulate Exposed Pipes, Faucets and Pipes Prone to 

Freezing:  

Outside pipes and faucets, and pipes in unheated garages 

and crawl spaces are most vulnerable to freezing weather. 

To prevent pipes from freezing, wrap them with insulating 

material. Cover them with plastic and secure with tape, 

string, or wire. Also, remember to disconnect garden hoses. 

Locate Your Main Shut-Off Valve:  

Don’t wait for an emergency. Find your main water shut-off 

valve now! If a pipe breaks, you can stop excessive water loss 

and flooding by turning off your main water shut-off valve. 

It is commonly located next to the meter, in the garage, or 

outdoors by the foundation. Test the valves by turning the 

handle to be sure it is working properly and identify it with a 

tag. If a main shut-off valve does not exist, it is worth having 

one installed now by your plumber.

What to do if a Pipe Freezes?  

Never thaw with an open flame.  Open the faucet first. 

Start by warming the pipe as close to the faucet as possible 

working toward the coldest section of the pipe. Apply heat 

slowly with a light bulb or a hair dryer set on low. Keep the 

heat moving in that general area, but never concentrate heat 

on one spot.  If that doesn’t work, call a plumber.   

If you suspect a water main is broken, immediately 

contact TUD’s 24-hour Customer Service at  

(209) 532-5536 so it can be repaired as soon as possible. 

Visit the TUD website at www.tudwater.com for more tips on 

how to protect your home in the winter.

Is Your Home Ready for the Cold?

New Water and Sewer Rates – Jan 2017
The Tuolumne Utilities District continues to undertake capital 

improvements projects to upgrade the District’s drinking water 

infrastructure and sewer infrastructure. In November 2015, the 

District approved a 5-year capital improvement program (CIP) that 

identified critical improvement needs. The approved 5-year CIP was 

accompanied by a 5-year rate plan, with increases to water and 

sewer rates over that term. In the 2016-17 budget year, TUD will 

undertake $1.8 million in water and $775,000 in sewer projects to 

improve reliability and support operations in both systems. For an 

update on the projects budgeted this year, go to the TUD website, 

http://www.tudwater.com/

The District will implement the second year of the rate plan 

effective January 1, 2017. Billing statements issued after January 

1st will reflect updated water and sewer rates according to the 

approved rate structure. For a detailed listing of water and sewer 

rate changes, click on, http://www.tudwater.com/customer-

services/water-and-sewer-rates/.

Gold Springs Sewer 
Replacement Project - 2016



Prune Some Plants Now, Others Later
By UCCE Master Gardener Vera Strader of Tuolumne County

You can do light pruning anytime on most trees and 
shrubs.  Remove unwanted growth while it is small 
to have less dwarfing effect than if removed later.   
Remove broken, dead, weak, or heavily shaded branches 
to have little or no dwarfing effect no matter when 
they are removed.

Prune evergreen trees and shrubs just before the period 
of most rapid spring growth thus keeping the leaves 
productive for the longest time. Pruning cuts will be 
quickly concealed by new growth.

If your plants are growing in a limited space and you 
want to hold them back, prune when growth is about 
complete.  For many plants, this time is usually in late 
spring to mid-summer.  For example, maintain fruit 
trees in small areas by pruning in summer.  Pruning 
should not be so severe nor so early as to encourage 
new shoot growth.  

Corrective pruning can be done at any time from 
winter through summer.  However, to prevent fungal 
injury and canker diseases, prune apricot and cherry 
trees only during the dry season.  Some problems 
are best corrected during the growing season when 
they become obvious.  Dead or weak limbs should be 
removed in winter, but often they are easier to identify 
and remove in summer.

You can direct the growth of all kinds of young 
trees during the spring and summer growing season.  
Encourage branches into desirable positions by 

pinching back or thinning the foliage of competing 
branches, or by entirely removing the competing 
branches that are in less desirable positions.

The correct time to prune flowering trees depends 
on the flowering habit of the tree.  Prune plants 
that bloom on current season’s growth, such as crape 
myrtle, during winter before spring growth begins. 
Prune plants that flower in spring, from buds on one-
year old shoots, for example flowering fruit trees and 
lilacs, at or near the end of the bloom period.

For monthly gardening suggestions, visit the UCCE 
Master Gardeners of Tuolumne County’s web page at: 
http://ucanr.edu/sites/Tuolumne_County_Master_
Gardeners/

Welcome our New TUD Board Members
TUD is governed by a five-member Board 
of Directors who is elected by you, the 
public. The Board of Directors establishes 
policies for the operation of the District. 
The Board employs a General Manager whose 
responsibility is to ensure that the policies 
adopted by the Board are implemented. 

The Distr ict welcomes our new Board 
members who were elected in November 
to serve a four-year term, Barbara Balen 
(Board term: 2016-2020) and Bob Rucker 
(Board term: 2016-2020). They will join  

three incumbent Board members, Ron Kopf 
(Re-elected Board term: 2016-2020), Jim 
Grinnell (Board term: 2014-2018) and Ron 
Ringen (Board term: 2014-2018). The public 
is encouraged and invited to attend the 
regularly scheduled District Board meetings 
which occur at 2pm on the 2nd Tuesday and 
at 5:30pm on the 4th Tuesday of the month. 
The Board Room is located at 18885 Nugget 
Blvd. in Sonora.



On Tap is published to keep Tuolumne Utilities District customers informed about issues and upcoming events. If you have any story ideas  
or suggestions, please mail them to Lisa Westbrook, at 18885 Nugget Blvd., Sonora, CA 95370 or email at lisaw@tuolumneutilities.com.

State Water Board Considers Permanent Water Conservation Measures

California’s State Water Resources Control Board (“SWRCB”) is considering substantial changes to current regulations that 
will impose greater water restrictions on residential, commercial and agricultural customers of local water agencies.  The 
SWRCB released a report entitled Making Water Conservation a Way of Life:  Implementing Executive Order B-37-16 (“Conservation 
Report”) and is inviting review and comment by the public.  The Conservation Report details significant changes for local 
water agencies and imposes significant regulation on those agencies in pursuit of greater conservation of water resources.  
The Conservation Report identifies that the SWRCB will seek to establish water budgets for water agencies like TUD based 
on a maximum indoor water use of 55 gallons per capita per day (“GPCD”) and a 45 GPCD for outdoor use, by 2025.  The 
SWRCB will also mandate that local water agencies enforce these lower water use requirements.  Executive Order B-37-16 
was signed by Governor Jerry Brown on May 9, 2016, and orders the SWRCB to draft permanent regulations for review and 
consideration by appropriate state authorities by early 2017.  

The Governor’s executive order encompasses four inter-related objectives:  using water more wisely; eliminating water waste; 
strengthening local drought resilience; improving agricultural water use and efficiency and drought planning.  Accordingly, 
the SWRCB, the Department of Water Resources, the California Public Utilities Commission, California Department of Food 
and Agriculture and the California Energy Commission are drafting permanent regulations that will limit both the quantity 
and manner in which water is used in California.  These changes will impact all sectors of California society including 
individuals, businesses, industrial uses and agriculture.  

The Tuolumne Utilities District is carefully watching this process and evaluating 
how our customers may be impacted.  But, these changes will significantly alter 
how water is used over time and merits public scrutiny and involvement in the 
process.  The Conservation Report can be found at http://www.waterboards.
ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/docs/2016nov/pr113016_
water_efficiency_report.pdf.  You are encouraged to review the Conservation 
Report and provide your comments to the SWRCB.

General Manager’s Corner
By Thomas J. Haglund, thaglund@tudwater.com

Two Ways to Stay Informed

Get Involved – TUD Board Meetings
TUD’s Regular Board meetings generally occur on 
the second and fourth Tuesday of each month. 
Check ourwebsite regularly at 
http://www.tudwater.com/board-meetings/ 
for the latest Board meeting dates. 

Stay up to date with the latest activities at TUD by following 
us on Facebook. We post weekly updates on traffic alerts, 
projects, tips from our local Master Gardeners, weather 
updates and other interesting topics. Follow us today! 
https://www.facebook.com/TUDWater/


